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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is responsive to the amendment filed on 02/23/2007. 
Claims 17 and 37 have been amended. 



2. 



3. 



Claims 1-66 have been reexamined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sprecher et al. 

(US 6,948,059 Bl), hereinafter Sprecher. 

Per claim 1, Sprecher discloses in a computer system including a first field- 
programmable unit (FPU) code (e.g. FIG. 4 and related text), a computer-implemented method 
comprising steps of: 

(A) determining whether the first FPU code is compatible with the computer system 
(e.g. FIG. 5, step 52 - "Review available component table" - and related text, e.g. col. 7: 5-12); 
and 

(B) if the first FPU code is determined not to be compatible with the computer 
system, notifying a user of the computer system of the incompatibility (e.g. FIG. 5, steps 72 and 
92 - "Search" and "Update available component table" - and related text col. 7:40-50 ". . . user 
is given information as to the type, identifier and version number of the desired . . ."). 
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Per claim 2, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the computer system 
further comprises a plurality of field-programmable units including a corresponding plurality of 
FPU codes (e.g. FIG. 5 and related text), and wherein the step (A) comprises a step of: 

(A) (1) determining whether the first FPU code is compatible with the plurality of 

FPU codes (e.g. FIG. 5, steps 80-86 and related text). 

Per claim 3, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 2, wherein the computer system 
further comprises a plurality of field-replaceable units, and wherein the step (A) further 
comprises a step of: 

(A) (2) determining whether the first FPU code is compatible with the plurality of 

field-replaceable units (e.g. FIG. 5, step 84 and related text). 

Per claim 4, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 2, wherein the computer system 
further comprises a revision compatibility descriptor identifying a plurality of compatible 
combinations of field-programmable unit codes (e.g. FIG. 3 and related text), and wherein the 
step (A)(1) comprises a step of determining that the first FPU code is compatible with the 
plurality of FPU codes if a combination of the first FPU code (e.g. FIG. 5, steps 80-86 and 
related text) and the plurality of FPU codes is among the plurality of compatible combinations 
of field-programmable unit codes identified by the revision compatibility descriptor (col. 5:19- 
31 "... component ... resource... 55 ). 

Per claim 5, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 2, wherein the computer system 
further comprises a plurality of field-replaceable units and a revision compatibility descriptor 
identifying a plurality of compatible combinations of field-programmable unit codes and field- 
replaceable units (e.g. FIG. 3 and related text), and wherein the step (A) comprises a step of 
determining that the first FPU code is compatible with the computer system if a combination of 
the first FPU code, the plurality of FPU codes (e.g. FIG. 5, steps 80-86 and related text), and the . 
plurality of field-replaceable units is among the plurality of combination combinations of field- 
programmable unit codes and field-replaceable units identified by the revision compatibility 
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descriptor (e.g. FIG. 2, items 46 and 48 -"resource list" and "compatibility list" and col. 5:19- 
31 "... component ... resource..."). 

Per claim 6, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the first field- 
programmable unit comprises a field-replaceable unit (e.g. FIG. 2, items 46 and 48 -"resource 
list" and "compatibility list" and col. 5:19-31 "... component ... resource..."). 

Per claim 7, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the step (A) is performed 
in response to installation of the first field-programmable unit in the computer system (e.g. FIG. 
5, step 70 - "load application" - and related text, and col. 7:13-18 and col. 8:39-44). 

Per claim 8, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the step (B) comprises a 
step of: 

(B) (1) providing the user with information descriptive of second FPU code that is 

suitable for storage in the first field-programmable unit and that is compatible with the 
computer system (col. 7:40-50 "... user is given information as to the type, identifier and 
version number of the desired . . ."). 

Per claim 9, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 8 5 wherein the step (A) is performed 
in response to replacement of a second field-programmable unit with the first field- 
programmable unit, and wherein the second field-programmable unit includes the second FPU 
code (col. 3:33-38 "... replacement of resources and upgrading of those resources ..."). 

Per claim 10, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 8, and wherein the step (B)(1) 
comprises steps of: 

(B) (1) (a) identifying a compatible combination of field-programmable unit codes 
previously installed in the computer system (e.g. FIG. 5, step 52 - "Review available 
component table" - and related text, e.g. col. 7: 5-12); 

(B) (1) (b) identifying, in the identified combination of previously-installed field- 
programmable unit codes, an identifier of FPU code suitable for installation in the first 



Application/Control Number: 10/611,558 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2192 

field-programmable unit (col. 3:33-38 "... previously installed ..."); and 

(B) (1) (c) providing the user with information descriptive of the FPU code identified 
by the identifier (col. 7:40-50 "... user is given information as to the type, identifier and version 
number of the desired . . ."). 

Per claim 11, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 8, wherein the computer system 
further comprises a plurality of FPUs including a corresponding plurality of FPU codes, and a 
revision compatibility descriptor identifying a plurality of combinations of compatible field- 
programmable unit codes, and wherein the step (B)(1) comprises steps of: 

(B) (1) (a) identifying, in the revision compatibility descriptor, a record describing the 
plurality of FPU codes (e.g. FIG. 5, step 52 - "Review available component table" - and related 
text, e.g. col. 7: 5-12); 

(B) (1) (b) identifying, in the identified record, a code identifier identifying FPU code 
suitable for use in the first field-programmable unit (e.g. FIG. 3, element 37-42 and related 
text); and 

(B) (1) (c) providing the user with information descriptive of the FPU code identified by 
the code identifier (col. 7:40-50 "... user is given information as to the type, identifier and 
version number of the desired . . ."). 

Per claim 12 (currently amended), this is the apparatus version of the claimed method 
discussed above (Claim 1), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in 
cited areas as set forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 13, this is the apparatus version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

2) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 14, this is the apparatus version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

3) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 
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Per claim 15, this is the apparatus version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

4) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 16, this is the apparatus version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

5) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 17, this is the apparatus version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 
7), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 18, this is the storage version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

1) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 19, this is the storage version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

2) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 20, this is the storage version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

3) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 21, this is the storage version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

4) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 
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Per claim 22, this is the storage version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

5) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 23, this is the storage version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

6) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 24, this is another system version of the claimed method discussed above 
(Claim 1), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set 
forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 25, this is another system version of the claimed method discussed above 
(Claim 2), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set 
forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 26, this is another system version of the claimed method discussed above 
(Claim 3), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set 
forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 27, this is another system version of the claimed method discussed above 
(Claim 4), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set 
forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 28, this is another system version of the claimed method discussed above 
(Claim 5), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set 
forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 
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Per claim 29, this is another system version of the claimed method discussed above 
(Claim 6), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set 
forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 30, Sprecher discloses in a computer system including a first field- 
programmable unit including 

first FPU code and a second field-programmable unit including second FPU code, 
a computer-implemented method comprising steps of: 

(A) after replacement of the second field-programmable unit by the first field- 
programmable unit, determining whether the first FPU code is different from the second FPU 
code (col. 3:38-50 ". . . upward compatibility between different version numbers . . ."); and 

(B) notifying a user of the computer system that the first field-programmable unit is 
incompatible with the computer system if it is determined that the first FPU code is different 
from the second FPU code (col. 7:40-50 "... user is given information as to the type, identifier 
and version number of the desired . . . "). 

Per claim 31, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 30, wherein the first field- 
programmable unit comprises a field-replaceable unit (e.g. FIG. 3 and related text). 

Per claim 32, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 30, wherein the step (B) comprises 
a step of: 

(B) (1) providing the user with information descriptive of third FPU code that is 

suitable for storage in the first field-programmable unit and that is compatible with the 
computer system (col. 7:40-50 "... user is given information as to the type, identifier and 
version number of the desired . . .")• 

Per claim 33, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 32, wherein the third FPU code 
comprises the second FPU code (e.g. FIG. 3 and related text). 
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Per claim 34, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 32, wherein the step (B)(1) 
comprises steps of: 

(B) (1) (a) identifying a combination of compatible field-programmable unit codes 
previously installed in the computer system (e.g. FIG. 5, step 52 - "Review available 
component table" - and related text, e.g. col. 7: 5-12); 

(B) (1) (b) identifying, in the identified combination of previously-installed field- 
programmable unit codes, an identifier of the second FPU code (col. 3:33-38 "... previously 
installed ..."); and 

(B) (1) (c) providing the user with information descriptive of the second FPU code 
(col. 7:40-50 "... user is given information as to the type, identifier and version number of the 
desired ..."). 

Per claim 35, this is another system version of the claimed method discussed above 
(Claim 30), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as 
set forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 36, this is another system version of the claimed method discussed above 
(Claim 31), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as 
set forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 37 (currently amended), this is another system version of the claimed method 
discussed above (Claim 33), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered 
in cited areas as set forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by 
Sprecher. 

Per claim 38, this is another system version of the claimed method discussed above 
(Claim 34), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as 
set forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 
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Per claim 39, Sprecher discloses a storage medium readable by a computer in a computer 
system including a first field-programmable unit (FPU) and a second FPU, the first FPU 
including first FPU code, the second FPU including second FPU code, the storage medium 
tangibly embodying program instructions executable by the computer to perform method steps 
of: 

(A) after replacement of the second FPU by the first FPU, determining whether the 
first FPU code is different from the second FPU code (col. 3:38-50 "... upward compatibility 
between different version numbers . . ."); and 

(B) notifying a user of the computer system that the first FPU is incompatible with the 
computer system if it is determined that the first FPU code is different from the second FPU 
code (col. 7:40-50 "... user is given information as to the type, identifier and version number of 
the desired ..."). 

Per claim 40, Sprecher discloses the storage medium of claim 39, wherein the first FPU 
comprises a field-replaceable unit (e.g. FIG. 3 and related text). 

Per claim 41, Sprecher discloses the storage medium of claim 39, wherein the step (B) 
comprises a step of: 

(B) (1) providing the user with information descriptive of third FPU code that 

is suitable for storage in the first FPU and that is compatible with the computer system (col. 
7:40-50 ". . . user is given information as to the type, identifier and version number of the 
desired ..."). 

Per claim 42, this is system version of the claimed storage discussed above (Claim 39), 
wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 43, this is system version of the claimed storage discussed above (Claim 40), 
wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 
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Per claim 44, this is system version of the claimed storage discussed above (Claim 41), 
wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 45, Sprecher discloses in a computer system including a first field- 
programmable unit including first FPU code (e.g. FIG. 10B and related text), a computer- 
implemented method comprising steps of: 

(A) determining whether the first FPU code is compatible with the computer system (e.g. 
FIG. 5, step 52 - "Review available component table" - and related text, e.g. col. 7: 5-12); 

(B) if the first FPU code is determined not to be compatible with the computer system, 
identifying second FPU code that is compatible with the computer system and suitable for 
installation in the first field-programmable unit (col. 7:40-50 "... user is given information as to 
the type, identifier and version number of the desired . . ."); and 

(C) installing the second FPU code in the first field-programmable unit (col. 3:33-38 "... 
previously installed ..."). 

Per claim 46, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 45, wherein the computer system 
further comprises a plurality of field-programmable units including a corresponding plurality of 
FPU codes, and wherein the step (A) comprises a step of: 

(A) (1) determining whether the first FPU code is compatible with the plurality of 

FPU codes (col. 7:40-50 "... user is given information as to the type, identifier and version 
number of the desired . . . "). 

Per claim 47, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 46, wherein the computer system 
further comprises a plurality of field-replaceable units, and wherein the step (A) further 
comprises a step of: 

(A) (2) determining whether the first FPU code is compatible with the plurality of 

field-replaceable units (col. 7:40-50 "... user is given information as to the type, identifier and 
version number of the desired . . ."). 
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Per claim 48, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 46, wherein the computer system 
further comprises a revision compatibility descriptor identifying a plurality of compatible 
combinations of field-programmable unit codes (e.g. FIG. 5 and related text), and wherein the 
step (A)(1) comprises a step of determining that the first FPU code is compatible with the 
plurality of FPU codes if a combination of the first FPU code (col. 49: 25-30 "... determined 
whether the new hard drive is compatible . . .") and the plurality of FPU codes is among the 
plurality of compatible combinations of field-programmable unit codes identified by the 
revision compatibility descriptor (e.g. FIG. 3 and related text). 

wherein the computer system further comprises a plurality of field-replaceable units and a 
revision compatibility descriptor identifying a plurality of compatible combinations of field- 
programmable unit codes and field-replaceable units (e.g. FIG. 3 and related text), and wherein 
the step (A) comprises a step of determining that the first FPU code is compatible with the 
computer system if a combination of the first FPU code, the plurality of FPU codes (e.g. FIG. 5 
and related text), and the plurality of field-replaceable units is among the plurality of 
combination combinations of field-programmable unit codes and field-replaceable units 
identified by the revision compatibility descriptor (col. 7:40-50 "... user is given information as 
to the type, identifier and version number of the desired ..."). 

Per claim 50, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 45, wherein the first field- 
programmable unit comprises a field-replaceable unit (e.g. FIG. 3 and related text). 

Per claim 51, Sprecher discloses the method of claim 45, wherein the. step (A) is 
performed in response to installation of the first field-programmable unit in the computer 
system (e.g. FIG. 5, 92 and related text). 

Per claim 52, this is the apparatus version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 
45), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 



Application/Control Number: 10/611,558 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2192 

Per claim 53, this is the apparatus version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

46) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 54, this is the apparatus version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

47) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 55, this is the apparatus version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

48) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 56, this is the apparatus version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

49) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 57, this is the storage version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

45) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 58, this is the storage version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

46) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 59, this is the storage version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

47) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 
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Per claim 60 5 this is the storage version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

48) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 61, this is the storage version of the claimed method discussed above (Claim 

49) , wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set forth 
above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 62, this is the computer system version of the claimed method discussed above 
(Claim 45), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as 
set forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 63, this is the computer system version of the claimed method discussed above 
(Claim 46), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as 
set forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 64, this is the computer system version of the claimed method discussed above 
(Claim 47), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as 
set forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 65, this is the computer system version of the claimed method discussed above 
(Claim 48), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as 
set forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 

Per claim 66, this is the computer system version of the claimed method discussed above 
(Claim 49), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as 
set forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by Sprecher. 
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Response to Arguments 



6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-66 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. See Sprecher, art made of record. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Isaac T. Tecklu whose telephone number is (571) 272-7957. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 9:300A - 8:00P. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam can be reached on (571) 272-3695. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
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